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THE CHURCH OF SAINT ANNE 

The Church of St. Anne is located in the old town, near Vilnelė river. The church of St. 

Anne is a masterpiece of the late Gothic period. The story goes that it was built in the end 

of the fourteenth century to Anna, wife of the Duke of Lithuania Vytautas the Great. 

However, fire destroyed the wooden structure of the church, but it have been rebuilt of 

bricks, between 1495 and 1500.  

New-built church was not wooden, it was brick-built. Composed of 33 different styles of 

brick assembled into a delicate and intricate 

whole, the effect is simply quite stunning. St. 

Anne's Church reveals a wide range of art 

forms subtly gathered in one place by the best 

artists of the time. The Church exterior and 

interior is dominated by the Gothic style, but 

the altars inside have a baroque touch. 

Graceful towers convey an architectural idea 

of the Gothic – approaching the God. At a 

closer look, you can see the letters A and M 

in the main facade of St Anne‘s. The letters A 

and M could stand for the Latin Ana Mater 

Maria or Ave Maria. In other words „Saint 

Anne – Mother of Mary“ or „Hail Mary“. 

Some experts claim that the Columns of 

Gediminas, which are one of the earliest 

symbols of Lithuania and one of its historical 

coats of arms, have been highlighted in the 

composition of the facade with the three 

towers of the church corresponding to the 

three columns.  

In the 19th century architect Nikolajus Čiaginas designed the Neo-Gothic bell tower near 

the St. Anne’s church, because previous bell tower was destroyed due to the construction 

of new street. Now it is possible to visit the Gothic bell tower. You can climb up the round 

staircase to the height of 17m. There, you can explore the wooden roof structure, view the 

arches of the church and the panoramic view of Vilnius. It is not hard to notice this deep-

red colored church in white and rosy baroque style of Vilnius Old Town. In 1970  the 

towers of St. Anne’s Church were restored and the whole structure retained its red color 

due to the bricks that were used to build it. The church’s architecture  impresses everyone 

who visits it! The church and the whole old town of Vilnius has been on the UNESCO 

World Heritage List since 1994.  

There is even a real story about the famous general Napoleon Bonaparte and this 

magnificent St. Anne’s Church . It is said  that Napoleon was so hardly fascinated by the 



beauty of St. Anne’s Church that he loudly expressed his strong will to take it to Paris with 

him on the palm of his own hand if it was ever possible. Unfortunately, the reality is not 

that romantic: during the march of the Napoleonic army through Lithuania, the church was 

consigned to the French cavalry forces. However, Napoleon did mention in a letter to his 

wife that „Vilnius is a very beautiful city“!  

The Church of St. Anne has survived to the present day without changing for over 500 

years and has become a symbol of capital! 


